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On a small hill in the Palouse Country between Oaksdale and Tekoa is a small cemetery that had it’s first burial in 1883 and it’s last in 1953 and was pretty much forgotten
until two local women that lived nearby contacted some of the descendants of the pioneers buried there and helped to form the association known as “Friends of Lone Pine
Cemetery” in 2006.
In 2011, the cemetery was listed on the “Washington Heritage Register of Historic
Places” and much work has been done to clean up and restore the cemetery to it’s
original beauty but so much work remains to be done. Our sentiments are best described by this passage from the book; The Tekoa Story - From Bunchgrass to Grain
1962.
“The highest places on the rolls of heroism must be shared by the un-Sung men and
women known by the lack-luster name of “settlers". They are the ones who staked
everything they had against the threat of hunger, illness and violence and by stark
courage fashioned the foundations of the early west. Their names were not emblazoned on any plaques of honor, and most of them have been forgotten so far as individual recognition is concerned, but their impact on the rise of civilization was profound”.
The association has been diligently meeting twice a year and spending time working
on clearing overgrowth brush and repairing fallen gravestones and generally making
the cemetery accessible and pleasing to visit by descendants, friends, and passersby.
A new sign has been placed at the entrance and a permanent stone has been placed
in the parking area marking the cemetery as an historic place in Washington State.
The purpose of this letter is to encourage other descendants, cousins and friends who
are interested in helping to maintain this historic piece of real estate and honor the
pioneer settlers that migrated, worked the soil, raised their families, died and were buried in the Lone Pine Cemetery. Please consider making a contribution of any amount,
small or large to assist the efforts of this group of people, as there seems to be no
state or county funds available for abandoned cemeteries in Washington State. To
make a donation to help keep this effort alive for future generations; please use the enclosed self addressed envelope or mail to Jim Irwin, Treasurer, 404 Mica Place, Walla
Walla WA, 99362.
Thank you for your consideration,
Friends of Lone Pine Cemetery

http://www.lonepinecemetery.com
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Ruthie Cozier
The third person to be buried at the Lone Pine Cemetery was 5 year old Ruthie Cozier.
She died on October 4, 1883 in Lone Pine. She was born January 24,1878 in Oregon,
the third child of John Carter Cozier and Martha Alice Gray. She had four siblings,
Carl , Sophie, Lena, and Lulu.
Family history from Ancestry.com:
John Carter Cozier was born on 21 June 1848 in Harmony, Clark County, Ohio the first
child of John Cozier and Hannah Carter. He died on 24 Feb 1911 in Bellingham, Whatcom County Washington. When he was 25, He married Martha Alice Gray on 21 June
1873 in , Halsey, Linn County, Oregon.
Martha Alice Gray was born on 06 Aug 1853 in Oregon as the first child of Caleb Gray
and Jane Taylor Smith. She died on 12 Sep 1913 in Bellingham, Whatcom County,
Washington.
Between 1880 and 1910 the family lived in Farmington, Lone Pine, and Rosalia in
Whitman County and had moved to Bellingham in Whatcom County Washington by
1910.
John Carter Cozier and Martha Alice
Gray had the following children:
Carl Nesbitt Cozier was born on 12 Aug
1874 in Halsey, Linn County, Oregon. He
died on 07 Oct 1955 in , Bellingham,
Whatcom, Washington.
Sophie Cozier was born in May 1876 in
Oregon.
Ruthie Cozier was born on 24 Jan 1878
in Oregon. She died on 04 Oct 1883 in
Lone Pine, Whitman, Washington.
Lena Cozier was born in May 1885 in
Washington.
Lulu Cozier was born in Feb 1888 in
Washington.
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Charles Clizer, Jr. of Tekoa,
Whitman County, Washington
Mr. Clizer was a “Friend of the Lone Pine
Cemetery” for a couple of reasons for
which I will explain from my file of “Things
worth saving” sub-filed in “It’s a Small
World” by Jim Irwin
I met Mr. Clizer only once even though we
both have lived in Walla Walla for a long
time, and it was a very pleasurable meeting. I had stopped at Gary’s Bull Pen for a
haircut where my first cousin, Walt Blue, is
a barber. Mr. Clizer was in the chair when I
walked in and while Walt was finishing with
him, I mentioned to Walt that our group had
been to the Lone Pine Cemetery where his
and my great grandmother, Sarah Blue,
was buried. The gentleman in the chair,
who was sitting very quietly and may even
have been almost asleep, became very
much awake; the Lone Pine Cemetery up
by Tekoa in Whitman County, he asked?
Why yes, I said, are you familiar with it? I
have been there many times he explained;
I was raised in Tekoa and that was a favorite place for the high school guys to take
their girl friends to park. Jokingly, I mentioned that we are still finding some of their
beer bottles. We had a very nice visit
about the cemetery and the Tekoa area.
Later I received a contribution from him for
our cemetery maintenance fund even
though there is no record of any Clizer’s
being buried there.
The Clizer Family was very prominent in
the town of Tekoa and their family story is
in the book “The Tekoa Story—From
Bunchgrass to Grain” and the Clizer name
appears on many other pages in the book
along with other family stories.
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Fall Meeting and Work Day set for October 11th and 12th

The Feeding Station Tekoa WA
Spring 2013 Meeting

Officers of: Friends of Lone Pine Cemetery
President: Terry & Pat Smiley tbsmiley@comcast.net
Vice president: Jim & Jo Ann Savitz jimsavitz@comcast.net
Sec/Treas: Jim & Shirley Irwin jimirwin@charter.net
If you have information, articles, or pictures, or would like more information, or to make a donation,
please contact any of the above officers or
Email: jimirwin@charter.net / phone: 509-529-2411 / mail: 404 Mica Place Walla Walla WA 99362

